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DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


MISSION  ST  A  TEMENT 


The  Department  of  Justice  will  pursue  activities  and 
programs  that  seek  to  ensure  and  promote  the  public 
interest,  safety  and  well-being  through  leadership, 
advocacy,  education,  regulation,  and  enforcement. 


MONTANA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 


MISSION  ST  A  TEMENT 


The  mission  of  the  Highway  Patrol  Division  is  to 
safeguard  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people  using  the 
highway  traffic  system  of  Montana  through  education, 
service,  and  enforcement. 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

STATE  OF  MONTANA 


Mike  McGrath 
Attorney  General 


Department  of  Justice 
215  North  Sanders 
PO  Box  201401 
Helena,  MT  59620-1401 


Fellow  Montanans: 

As  we  look  back  on  2001 ,  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  is  to  be  congratulated  for  its  role  in 
reducing  fatalities  on  Montana  roadways. 

Every  24  minutes,  however,  there  is  a  crash  on  Montana  roads.  Every  38  hours,  someone  loses 
a  life  in  one  of  those  crashes.  There  are  many  things  we  can  do  to  improve  safety  on  Montana 
roads,  but  increasing  the  use  of  seatbelts  and  reducing  the  incidence  of  drunk  driving  are 
crucial. 

Last  year  in  Montana,  149  drivers  and  passengers  lost  their  lives  when  they  failed  to  use  a 
seatbelt.  We  can  do  better.  Taking  a  moment  to  buckle  their  seatbelts  remains  the  simplest, 
quickest  thing  Montana  drivers  and  passengers  can  do  to  protect  themselves.  We  must  work 
together  to  ensure  every  driver  buckles  up  and  insists  that  passengers  do,  too. 

Sadly,  communities  across  the  state  have  felt  the  effects  of  the  lethal  combination  of  drinking 
and  driving.  There  are  no  simple  answers,  but  ending  drunk-driving  fatalities  will  also  take  a 
team  effort.  Friends,  family,  law  enforcement,  courts,  educators  and  others  must  look  out  for 
one  another.  It  is  especially  important  that  we  make  Montana's  young  people  aware  of  the  tragic 
consequences  of  impaired  driving. 

The  Montana  Highway  Patrol  has  been  protecting  and  assisting  motorists  for  more  than  six 
decades.  We  commend  the  men  and  women  of  the  Patrol  and  look  forward  to  even  safer 
traveling  on  Montana's  roads. 


Very  truly  your. 


Mike  McGrath 
Attorney  General 


TELEPHONE:  (406)  444-2026        FAX:  (406)  444-3549        E-MAIL:  contactdoj@state.mt.us 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Montana  State  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreport2001mont 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

MONTANA  HIGHWAY  PATROL  DIVISION 


Mike  MeC  rath 
Attorney  General 


2550  Prospect 
PO  Box  201419 
Helena,  MT  59620-1419 


Honorable  Mike  McGrath 
Attorney  General 
Justice  Building 
215  N.Sanders 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Re:  2001  Annual  Report 

Dear  General: 


I  respectfully  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  for  calendar 
year  2001.  This  report,  in  compliance  with  Montana  statute,  contains  a  tremendous 
amount  of  critical  information  that  has  been  submitted  by  Montana  law  enforcement 
agencies.  This  book  is  not  only  informative,  but  is  also  helpful  in  identifying  critical 
issues  to  all  Montanans.  We  hope  it  will  also  be  used  to  educate  and  impact  motorists  as 
to  the  advancements,  improvements  and  consistent  concerns  with  highway  safety.  Every 
citizen  has  a  part  to  play  in  traffic  safety  and  this  can  be  a  tool  to  support  that  role. 

While  our  fatality  rate  remains  relatively  consistent  I  assure  you  we  will  strive  to  effect  as 
much  reduction  as  possible.  We  strongly  believe  that  a  primary  seatbelt  law  and  stricter 
enforcement  of  those  types  of  violations,  and  certainly  continued  enforcement  of  alcohol 
related  offenses,  will  save  additional  lives  in  Montana  and  make  this  an  even  safer  state 
to  drive.  When  statistics  and  history  demonstrate  that  your  chances  of  surviving  a  crash 
increase  by  50%  if  you  are  properly  restrained  it  is  easy  to  see  the  value  in  human  life  and 
reduction  of  injury  severity  we  could  potentially  attain. 

Montana  roadways  continue  to  have  areas  and  issues  needing  attention  and  I  assure  you 
we  will  continue  to  seek  complete  highway  safety  as  we  have  for  66  years.  The  men  and 
women  of  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  and  all  of  Montana  recognize  and  appreciate  your 
efforts,  your  leadership  and  certainly  your  commitment  to  making  Montana  a  better  place 
for  all  of  us  to  live  and  drive.  We  will  continue  to  meet  our  new  challenges  and  pledge 
our  continued  efforts  to  improve  public  safety  in  Montana. 


Respectfully, 


Colonel  Bert  J.  Dbert 
Chief  Administrator 


Telephone  (406)  444-3780     Fax  (406)  444-41 69 
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District  I 


Population 

135,756 

Officers 

23 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven 

609,920 

Calls  for  Service 

10,834 

Crashes  Investigated 

1,922 

Violators  Stopped 

12,981 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

11,764 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

13,435 

Traffic  Fatalities 

35 

Commander 

Captain  Mike  Frellick 

District  Office 

2681  Palmer,  Suite  B 

Missoula,  MT.  59808-1700 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  329-1510  /  (406)  329-1549 


Detachments: 


1 1 1  Missoula  - 

112  Missoula - 

113  Hamilton 


Sgt.  Thomas  D.  Hamilton 
Sgt.  Paul  K.  Grimstad 
Sgt.  Peter  E.  Richardson 


(406)329-1513 
(406)329-1514 
(406)777-2517 


District  II 


Population  170,664 

Officers  38 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven  1 , 1 59,986 

Calls  for  Service  12,179 

Crashes  Investigated  1 ,629 

Violators  Stopped  21,234 

Total  Arrest  Tickets  1 7,396 

Total  Warning  Tickets  20,941 

Traffic  Fatalities  46 


Commander 
Captain  Bob  Hammel 


District  Office 

3800  Ulm  North  Frontage  Road 

Great  Falls,  MT.  59404-5595 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  453-1 121  /  (406)  454-21 19 


Detachments:  21 1  Cut  Bank  -  Sgt.  Brad  A.  Sangray 

212  Great  Falls  -  Sgt.  Butch  Huseby 

213  Great  Falls  -  Sgt.  Henry  C.  Devereaux 

221  Havre  -  Sgt.  Mark  D.  Bosch 

222  Lewistown  -  Sgt.  Barbara  A.  Lobdell 


(406)873-5651 
(406)453-1121 
(406)453-1121 
(406)265-1562 
(406)538-8718 


District  III 


Population 

129,000 

Officers 

26 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven 

852,231 

Calls  for  Service 

8,709 

Crashes  Investigated 

1,827 

Violators  Stopped 

12,903 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

11,516 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

12,262 

Traffic  Fatalities 

26 

Commander 

Captain  Janet  Baker 

District  Office 

3615  Wynne 

Butte,  MT.  59701 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  494-3233  /  (406)  494-8264 

Detachments:  311  Butte  -  Sgt.  Thomas  J.  Butler 
312  Butte  -  Sgt.  Gary  D.  Becker 
322  Helena  -  Sgt.  Michael  T.  Tooley 


(406)  494-3233 
(406)  494-3233 
(406)  444-7030 


District  IV 


Population 

163,379 

Officers 

31 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven 

839,257 

Calls  for  Service 

11,929 

Crashes  Investigated 

1,578 

Violators  Stopped 

18,171 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

15,533 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

16,723 

Traffic  Fatalities 

35 

Commander 
Captain  David  Dill 


District  Office 

615A  South  27  Street 

Billings,  MT.  59101 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  896-4351  /  (406)  896-4355 


Detachments:  421 
422 
423 

424 


Billings  -  Sgt.  Scott  Ayers 
Billings  -  Sgt.  Clay  Creek 
Columbus  -  Sgt.  Peter  R.  O'Loughlin 
Billings  -  Sgt.  Keith  R.  Edgell 


(406)  896-4358 
(406)  896-4359 
(406)  322-6228 
(406)  896-4357 


District  V 


Population 

76,661 

Officers 

25 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven 

824,691 

Calls  for  Service 

8,474 

Crashes  Investigated 

685 

Violators  Stopped 

17,714 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

14,191 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

15,018 

Traffic  Fatalities 

23 

Commander 

Captain  Joe  T.  Dow 

District  Office 

76  Highway  16 

Glendive,  MT.  59330-9502 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  365-5238  /  (406)  365-8504 


Detachments:  511 
512 
513 


Glendive  -  Sgt.  Edward  A.  Hilbert 
Wolf  Point  -  Sgt  Michael  Reddick 
Miles  City  -  Sgt.  Calvin  Schock 


(406) 365-5238 
(406)653-1000 
(406) 233-3395 


District  VI 


Population 

130,042 

Officers 

28 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven 

696,235 

Calls  for  Service 

9,777 

Crashes  Investigated 

1,985 

Violators  Stopped 

9,544 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

7,876 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

12,145 

Traffic  Fatalities 

42 

Commander 

Captain  Terry  Aubrey 

District  Office 

3220  Highway  93  South,  Suite  2 

Kalispell,  MT.  59901 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  755-6688  /  (406)  756-6606 


Detachments:  621  Libby-  Sgt.  Gregory  K.  Watson 

622  Kalispell  -  Sgt.  Clancy  King 

623  Poison  -  Sgt.  Michael  R.  Kent 

624  Kalispell  -  Sgt.  Steve  A.  Lavin 


(406)293-5150 
(406) 755-6688 
(406)  883-4766 
(406)  755-6688 
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District  VII 


Population 

96,693 

Officers 

23 

Vehicle  Miles  Driven 

559,617 

Calls  for  Service 

6,308 

Crashes  Investigated 

1,356 

Violators  Stopped 

8,116 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

6,831 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

9,774 

Traffic  Fatalities 

23 

Commander 

Captain  Kenton  Hickethier 

District  Office 

91  East  Central,  Suite  A 

Belgrade,  MT.  59714 

Phone/FAX:  (406)  388-3190  /  (406)  388-3198 


Detachments: 


712       Bozeman         Sgt.  Sherrie  K.  Murphy 
721       Bozeman         Sgt.  Jeffrey  A.  Mount 
723       Three  Forks     Sgt.  David  J.  Schenk 


(406)388-3190 
(406)388-3190 
(406)  285-3265 


Highway  Patrol  Activity 

Citations 
Issued 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

D.  U.I./Per  Se 

2. 752 

2,574 

2,622 

2,381 

2.499 

Speed  -  Basic  Rule 

5,262 

5,194 

165 

477 

456 

Speed  -  Over  Legal 

19.900 

17,702 

35,837 

36,894 

42,909 

Liability  Insurance 

7.674 

7.287 

7,956 

6,212 

7,275 

Seat  Belt 

9.450 

13.271 

13.502 

11,004 

9,833 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

70.661 

69, 749 

85,916 

78,184 

85.107 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

110,063 

103,565 

112.171 

96,145 

100.298 

Number 
of: 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Stolen  Vehicles  Recovered 

Warrants  Served 

Violators  Stopped 
Investigations  -  Traffic 
non-accident 
Assist  Other  Law  Enf. 

Assist  Public 

Assist  Other  Gvt.  Agency 

Safety  Education  Talks 

Illegal  Drug  Arrests 

Illegal  Possession,  Alcohol 

Furn.  Liquor  to  a  Minor 

Calls  for  Service 

Total  Miles  Driven 
School  Bus  Inspections 

151 

133 

109 

109 

99 

3,751 

2.924 

3,040 

3,493 

3. 709 

94, 763 

89,636 

106,666 

94,550 

100.663 

12,404 

11,281 

11,819 

10,690 

10,565 

5.052 

4,566 

4,701 

4,599 

5.479 

16,095 

16,088 

15,821 

14,288 

14.597 

2,363 

2,284 

1,320 

2,376 

2.638 

720 

606 

575 

400 

431 

921 

802 

750 

796 

609 

926 

774 

830 

750 

794 

47 

45 

54 

53 

48 

72,976 

70,500 

71,373 

64,511 

68.210 

5,765,068 

5,443,863 

5,865,635 

5.230,500 

5,541.937 

5,410 

5,178 

5,521 

4.516 

4.512 

Annual  Traffic  Rates 

*  230  Fatalities  in  201  fatal  crashes  *  One  fatality  every  38  Hours 


9,876  Injuries  in  6,374  injury  crashes 


15,535  Property  damage  only  crashes 


22,115  Crashes  Reported 


*  $648  Million  economic  loss 


*  61  Crashes  (ave)  per  day 


One  injury  every  53  Minutes 


*  One  PDO  crash  every  35  Minutes 


*  One  crash  every  24  Minutes 


$1,775,342  Ave.  loss  every  day 


*  27  Persons  injured  (ave)  per  day 


Deaths  Down  2.95% 
Injuries  Down  8.7% 
Reported  Crashes  Down  0.7% 


When  Crashes  Occurred 


More  Crashes  Occurred: 

Between  3  &  4  p.m.  than  any  other  hour  of  the  day. 

On  Friday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

In  November  than  any  other  month  of  the  year. 

More  Fatal  Crashes  Occurred: 

Between  6  p.m.  &  7  p.m.  than  any  other  time-of-day. 

On  Saturday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

In  August  than  any  other  month  of  the  year. 


Where  Crashes  Occurred 


Where 

Fatal 

*Percent 

Total 

*Percent 

Crashes 

Change 

Crashes 

Change 

Interstate  Highways 
U.S.  Highways 

36 

75 

No  Change 

2,565 
5,418 

-6.25% 
-3.35% 

+41.51% 

Secondary  Routes 

55 

-24.66% 

7,355 

+7.12% 

County  Roads 

32 

-13.51% 

2,894 

-9.79% 

Local  Streets 

3 

-25.00% 

3,721 

+1.03% 

Private 

0 

No  Change 

162 

-1.22% 

Total 

201 

-0.99% 

22,115 

-0.66% 

*  Percent  change  is  the  percent  increase  (+)  or  decrease  (-)  from  the  previous  year. 


Crashes  investigated  by 


Highway  Patrol 
Other  Agencies 


49% 
51% 


Male 
Female 
Not  Stated 
Total 


19,955 

13,646 

3,014 

36,615 


Drivers  Involved 


Seat  Belt  usage  Rates 


Year 

Interstate 

Primary 

City 

Other 

All  Roads 

1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 

87.90% 
88.30% 
89.10% 
91.30% 

79.30% 
78.10% 
78.90% 
79.50% 

52.40% 
54.00% 
55.30% 
58.30% 

60.20% 
63.50% 
65.00% 
65.50% 

72.60% 
73.10% 
74.00% 
75.60% 

2001 

92.50% 

79.60% 

59.70% 

65.80% 

76.30% 

*  Source:  Traffic  safety  bureau,  MT.  Dept.  of  Transportation 


Fatality  Calender 

January 

February 

March 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

10 
10 

Total  for  Month:               11 
Total  for  Year:                 21 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

12 
33 

April 

May 

June 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

S 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

S 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

26 
59 

Total  for  Month:               13 
Total  for  Year:                 72 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

17 
89 

July 

August 

Se 

Dtem 

ber 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

s 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

33 
122 

Total  for  Month:               36 
Total  for  Year:               158 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

17 
175 

October 

November 

December 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

s 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

15 
190 

Total  for  Month:               24 
Total  for  Year:               214 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 

16 
230 
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Lewis  &  Clark 
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Lincoln 
Madison 

Crashes  by  Collision  Type 

Collision  Type 

AH 
Crashes 

Fatal 
Crashes 

Injury 
Crashes 

Rear  End 

4,201 

19.00% 

5 

2.49% 

1,312 

20.58% 

Sideswipe,  Same  Direction 

1,076 

4.87% 

3 

1 .49% 

176 

2.76% 

Sideswipe,  Opposite  Direction 

476 

2.15% 

2 

1.00% 

132 

2.07% 

Left  Turn,  Same  Direction 

243 

1.10% 

1 

0.50% 

54 

0.85% 

Left  Turn,  Opposite  Direction 

569 

2.57% 

5 

2.49% 

211 

3.31% 

Right  Angle 

4,244 

19.19% 

21 

10.45% 

1,376 

21.59% 

Right  Turn,  Same  Direction 

109 

0.49% 

0 

0.00% 

14 

0.22% 

Right  Turn,  Opposite  Direction 

43 

0.19% 

0 

0.00% 

4 

0.06% 

Head-On 

347 

1.57% 

30 

14.93% 

177 

2.78% 

Other 

1,920 

8.68% 

0 

0.00% 

175 

2.75% 

Single  Vehicle 

8,887 

40.19% 

134 

66.67% 

2,743 

43.03% 

Total 

22,1 15| 

201 

6,374 

Drivers  by  PolU 

:e  Reported  Alco 
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gs  Presence 

Police  Reported 
Alcohol/Drugs  Presence 

Drivers  in 

All 
Crashes 

Drivers  in 

Fatal 
Crashes 

Drivers  in 

Injury 

Crashes 

Neither  Alcohol  nor  Drugs 

22,548 

66.01% 

135 

50.37% 

8,747 

85.75% 

Alcohol  Present 

2,078 

6.08% 

68 

25.37% 

1,094 

10.73% 

Drugs  Present 

73 

0.21% 

2 

0.75% 

23 

0.23% 

Alcohol  and  Drugs  Present 

92 

0.27% 

4 

1.49% 

49 

0.48% 

Not  Reported 

8,764 

25.66% 

6 

2.24% 

49 

0.48% 

Unknown 

604 

1.77% 

53 

19.78% 

238 

2.33% 

Total 

34,159| 
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Crashes  by  Day-of-Week 

Fatal  Crashes 

Day  of 
Week 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Saturday 

49 

44 

43 

43 

36 

Sunday 

33 

39 

30 

30 

33 

Monday 

29 

21 

26 

24 

31 

Tuesday 

26 

24 

20 

29 

26 

Wednesday 

24 

26 

20 

21 

27 

Thursday 

30 

28 

24 

25 

24 

Friday 

32 

26 

31 

31 

24 

Total 

223 

208 

194 

203 

201 

All  Crashes 

Day  of 
Week 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Saturday 

3,349 

3,153 

3,139 

3,247 

3,073 

Sunday 

2,306 

2,421 

2,317 

2,519 

2,451 

Monday 

3,155 

3,053 

2,843 

2,897 

3,157 

Tuesday 

3,274 

3,231 

3,080 

3,073 

3,091 

Wednesday 

3,242 

3,274 

2,989 

3,402 

3,082 

Thursday 

3,215 

3,129 

3,036 

3,299 

3,215 

Friday 

4,073 

3,755 

3,674 

3,826 

4,046 

Total 

22,614 

22,016 

21,078 

22,263 

22,115 

Crashes  by  Month 

Fatal  Crashes 

Month 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

January 

8 

15 

10 

12 

8 

February 

8 

9 

11 

9 

10 

March 

12 

17 

16 

15 

11 

April 

9 

18 

12 

20 

19 

May 

21 

15 

18 

9 

13 

June 

23 

15 

15 

23 

15 

July 

27 

23 

15 

21 

28 

August 

32 

29 

23 

22 

32 

September 

23 

20 

26 

30 

15 

October 

17 

18 

11 

17 

13 

November 

31 

10 

18 

12 

21 

December 

12 

19 

19 

13 

16 

Total 

223 

208 

194 

203 

201 

All  Crashes 

Month 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

January 

2,572 

2,336 

1,877 

2,144 

1,965 

February 

1,687 

1,428 

1,612 

1,714 

1,797 

March 

1,723 

1,722 

1,484 

1,477 

1,466 

April 

1,601 

1,418 

1,463 

1,399 

1,632 

May 

1,560 

1,721 

1,586 

1,537 

1,581 

June 

1,727 

1,789 

1,611 

1,762 

1,769 

July 

1,949 

1,940 

1,898 

1,850 

1,898 

August 

1,981 

1,840 

1,928 

1,740 

1,948 

September 

1,677 

1,609 

1,826 

1,872 

1,665 

October 

1,895 

1,797 

1,785 

1,817 

1,972 

November 

2,047 

2,144 

1,795 

2,540 

2,251 

December 

2,195 

2,272 

2,213 

2,411 

2,171 

Total 

22,614 

22,016 

21,078 

22,263 

22,115 
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Crashes  by  Light  Conditions 

Fatal  Crashes 

Light 
Condition 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Dark-Lighted 

7 

10 

7 

8 

8 

Dark-not  Lighted 

90 

61 

80 

74 

75 

Dawn 

5 

3 

1 

4 

6 

Daylight 

110 

125 

97 

108 

108 

Dusk 

11 

7 

8 

8 

3 

Unknown 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

223 

208 

194 

203 

201 

All  Crashes 

Light 
Condition 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Dark-Lighted 

1,852 

1,925 

1,710 

1,908 

1,911 

Dark-not  Lighted 

4,274 

4,228 

4,621 

4,601 

4,466 

Dawn 

368 

345 

361 

395 

357 

Daylight 

15,251 

14,726 

13,611 

14,507 

14,645 

Dusk 

766 

649 

648 

659 

577 

Unknown 

103 

143 

126 

193 

159 

Total 

22,614 

22,016 

21,077 

22,263 

22,115 

Crashes  by  Road  Condition 

Fatal  Crashes 

Road 
Condition 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Dry 

179 

155 

152 

159 

156 

Wet 

14 

16 

11 

14 

10 

Snow  or  Slush 

7 

11 

'2 

7 

5 

Ice 

17 

18 

16 

16 

20 

Sand,  Mud,  Dirt 

1 

2 

3 

0 

2 

Loose  Gravel 

4 

5 

9 

6 

5 

Other 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Total 

223 

208 

194 

203 

201 

All  Crashes 

Road 
Condition 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Dry 

13,927 

13,860 

14,747 

13,649 

14,756 

Debris 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

13 

Wet 

2,200 

2,267 

1,741 

1,681 

1,810 

Snow  or  Slush 

1,576 

1,748 

1,296 

2,158 

1,683 

Ice 

4,075 

3,335 

2,402 

3,830 

2,928 

Sand,  Mud,  Dirt 

143 

156 

165 

138 

162 

Loose  Gravel 

518 

472 

537 

578 

606 

Other 

175 

178 

189 

229 

157 

Total 

22,614 

22,016 

21,077 

22,263 

22,115 

Crashes  by  Trafficway 

Fatal  Crashes 

Trafficway 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Interstate 

49 

31 

32 

36 

36 

U.S.  Route 

65 

61 

50 

53 

75 

State  Route 

59 

66 

60 

73 

55 

County  Road 

45 

41 

44 

37 

32 

City  Street 

3 

8 

8 

4 

3 

Private 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

223 

208 

194 

203 

201 

All  Crashes 

Trafficway 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Interstate 

2,543 

2,548 

2,474 

2,735 

2,565 

U.S.  Route 

5,517 

5,414 

5,376 

5,606 

5,418 

State  Route 

7,160 

7,101 

6,526 

6,866 

7,355 

County  Road 

2,988 

3,003 

3,062 

3,208 

2,894 

City  Street 

4,178 

3,774 

3,422 

3,684 

3,721 

Private 

228 

176 

218 

164 

162 

Total 

22,614 

22,016 

21,078 

22,263 

22,115 
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Vehicles  by  Body  Style 

Body  Style 

All  Crashes 

Fatal  Crashes 

Injury  Crashes 

Passenger  Car  (Unknown) 

8,950 

4 

778 

Van 

969 

6 

384 

Bus 

72 

0 

14 

School  Bus 

66 

0 

20 

Pickup  (Category  Unknown) 

3,855 

6 

377 

Truck/Truck-Tractor 

1,326 

26 

336 

Motorhome 

58 

3 

16 

Motorcycle 

346 

12 

276 

Ambulance 

8 

0 

2 

Farm  Tractor/Machinery 

17 

2 

5 

Construction  Equipment 

24 

0 

7 

Pickup  with  Camper 

31 

1 

18 

Bicycle 

186 

1 

169 

Snowmobile 

6 

0 

6 

Other 

169 

1 

18 

Fire  Truck 

12 

0 

2 

Small  Pickup 

1,752 

11 

719 

Standard  Pickup 

4,012 

65 

1,527 

Subcompact  Car 

424 

1 

205 

Compact  Car 

2,877 

26 

1,284 

Mid-Size  Car 

5,198 

38 

2,052 

Large  Passenger  Car 

1,591 

13 

593 

Small  Station  Wagon 

309 

1 

134 

Mid-Size  Station  Wagon 

274 

5 

106 

Large  Station  Wagon 

180 

2 

62 

Moped 

2 

0 

1 

Mini  Van 

718 

8 

290 

Sport  Utility 

2,594 

40 

1,100 

Tow  Truck  in  Transit 

6 

0 

1 

Working  Construction  Equipment 

51 

1 

10 

Unknown  Vehicle  Type 

344 

0 

26 

Total 

36,427 

273 

10,538 

Motorcycle  Accidents 

346     Total  Crashes 

12  Fatal  Crashes 
276     Injury  Crashes 

13  Persons  Killed 
353     Persons  Injured 

Where  Crashes  Occurred 

Fatal 

Total 

Interstate  Highway 

s 

0 

21 

U.S.  Highways 

3 

101 

State  Highways 

6 

137 

County  Roads 

2 

52 

City  Streets 

1 

34 

Other  Trafficways 

0 

1 

Total 

12 

346 

Motorcyclist  Sobriety 
(drivers  only) 

Statewide 

Urban 

*Rural 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Neither  Alcohol  nor  Drugs  Present 

234 

1 

12 

0 

222 

1 

Alcohol  Present 

52 

5 

8 

0 

44 

5 

Alcohol  and  Drugs  Present 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Drugs  Present 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Not  Reported 

32 

1 

0 

0 

32 

1 

Unknown 

20 

4 

2 

1 

18 

3 

Total 

341 

11 

22 

1 

319 

10 

*  Rural  =  Statewide  minus  Urban 

Helmet  Usage  by  Age  of  Driver 

Statewide 

Urban 

'Rural 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Age 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

14  &  Under 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

15  to  17 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

0 

18  to  19 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

7 

0 

0 

20  to  24 

17 

25 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

1 

17 

19 

1 

0 

25  to  34 

21 

39 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

21 

31 

1 

0 

35  to  64 

62 

141 

0 

6 

2 

12 

0 

0 

60 

129 

0 

6 

65  &  Over 

7 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

4 

2 

0 

Not  Stated 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Total 

117 

229 

4 

7 

2 

32 

0 

1 

115 

197 

4 

6 

Helmet  Usage  by  Age  of  Passenger 

Statewide 

Urban 

*Rural 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Age 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

14  &  Under 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

15  to  17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18  to  19 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

20  to  24 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

25  to  34 

2 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

1 

35  to  64 

19 

23 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

23 

0 

1 

65  &  Over 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Not  Stated 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

27 

37 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

27 

36 

0 

2 

*  Rural  =  State 

wide  minus  Urban 

Motor  Vehicle  Inspection  Data 

The  Motor  Vehicle  Inspection  Bureau  performs  roadside  inspections  on  commercial  motor  vehicles 
and  drivers  to  ensure  their  compliance  with  the  Federal  Motor  Carrier  Safety  Regulations  and  the 
Federal  Hazardous  Materials  Regulations.  The  Bureau  employs  nine  full  time  inspectors  who 
perform  roadside  inspections  as  well  as  safety  fitness  reviews  on  motor  carriers  in  Montana. 
These  inspectors  along  with  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Officers  and  the  Motor  Carrier  Services 
Division  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Transportation  have  recorded  the  following  information: 

Year                              Inspections                                            Fatal  Crashes 

1995 

23,967 

22 

1996 

28,045 

18 

1997 

39,105 

21 

1998 

38,471 

16 

1999 

45,628 

13 

2000 

43,112 

27 

2001 

48,346 

25 

Vehicle  Out-of-Service  Violations 
Year                                  Number  of  Vehicle  Out-of-Service  Violations 

1995 

3,537 

1996 

3,254 

1997 

4,162 

1998 

4,675 

1999 

5,775 

2000 

5,462 

2001 

7,315 

Safety  Fitness  Reviews 

Number  of  Motor  Carriers 
Rating                                       1998             1999             2000             2001 

Unsatisfactory 

16 

21 

29 

8 

Conditional 

37 

46 

47 

19 

Satisfactory 

48 

49 

29 

17 

Total  Reviews 

101 

116 

103 

44 

Major  Violations 
Violation                                    1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Improper  or  no  medical  certificate 

2,019 

1,602 

1,296 

1,282 

False  Log 

1,043 

1,185 

1,059 

1,708 

No  Log  or  Log  not  current 

6,860 

8,858 

7,992 

9,431 

1 0  or  15  hour  violations 

2,279 

2,480 

2,016 

2,822 

60  or  70  hour  violations 

1,026 

1,157 

855 

966 

Possession  or  usage  of  drugs 

8 

11 

6 

4 

Possession  or  usage  of  alcohol 

93 

116 

101 

220 

No  seat  belt  used 

239 

367 

258 

197 

Brakes  out-of-adjustment 

2,368 

2,210 

1,782 

2,855 

Steering  violations 

298 

889 

784 

1,294 

Tire  violations 

1,403 

1,673 

1,535 

2,287 

Shipping  Paper  violations 

79 

118 

160 

165 

Improper  Placarding 

118 

131 

213 

214 
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